
 

Brains for Dementia Research (BDR) is a 

national UK programme involving 6 

leading Research Centres jointly funded 

by the dementia charities, Alzheimer’s 

Research UK and Alzheimer’s Society.  

BDR was established in 2008 and has 

recruited over 3,250 volunteers to provide 

researchers with characterised human 

brain tissue using detailed, standardised 

neuropathology. To-date, over 1300 

human brains have been donated.  

A world-class resource 
providing dementia             

researchers with                  

In vivo blood samples 

 

To find out  more: 

https://bdr.alzheimersresearchuk.org/ 

Email: BDR.coordinatingcentre@ncl.ac.uk 

Telephone  +441912082109 

@brains4dementia 
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What can BDR offer? 

Once an  application has been approved,  

the steps necessary to receive the blood 

samples include:  

• Initiating a Material Transfer Agreement 

(MTA). This will be agreed between 

your institution and BDR. 

  

• As part of this agreement, will be a 

requirement for the researcher to  

acknowledge use of the BDR tissue 

samples/data in any resulting 

publications. 

The blood samples are stored in the Central 

Biobank at Newcastle University. The team 

at the BDR Coordinating Centre 

communicate and support researchers 

throughout the application  process and will 

liaise with both the researcher and  the 

Biobank in organising the dispatch of 

samples. The Biobank staff arrange the 

specialist courier and oversee the safe 

delivery of samples.  

Do I need ethical approval? 

What happens after approval? 

What samples are available? 

Are there charges involved? 

In vivo blood samples from BDR donors 

provide a rich resource to researchers 

interested in clinical  biomarkers. 
 

We have blood samples from over 450 BDR 

participants and this number is rising. Many 

of the blood donors have undergone several 

venepunctures at multiple time points. In 

tandem, they have also completed 

associated clinical assessment reviews. This 

has provided us with  linked blood samples 

and serial assessment data, enabling 

researchers to gauge levels of inflammatory 

markers in the blood with observed changes 

in cognition.  
 

Although we measure cognitive and 

neuropsychiatric status using a range of 

validated clinical assessment tools, we don’t 

make a clinical dementia diagnosis during 

the participants lifetime. However, all our 

BDR participants have registered to donate 

their brains following their death. Around 

20% of the current BDR blood donor cohort 

have now donated their brains to the BDR 

programme. Their generosity has provided 

us with an amazing opportunity. Not only are 

we able to look at blood biomarkers linked to 

longitudinal data, but we also have P.M. 

diagnosed human brain tissue, genetic data, 

and in some instances, fibroblasts and stem 

cells, all from the same case! We believe that 

this makes BDR a hugely valuable resource 

and a one-stop-shop for researchers.  We have samples of plasma, serum, whole 
blood and buffy coat.  
 

 

Yes, but REC approved Research Tissue Banks 

can supply human samples for UK research  

under generic “Research Tissue Bank”          

approval for projects in the UK. Requests from 

overseas need approval by your  Institutional 

Review Board.  

Yes. All tissue banks in the UKBBN follow 

the partial cost recovery scheme. There are 

standard  tariffs for tissue provision.  

For details go to: 

Tariffs for brain tissue :: UK Brain Banks 

Network  

How do I request blood samples? 
 

By application form (including scientific         

justification, lay summary, hypothesis,        

background and methods) We supply blood 

samples and associated tissue and data to    

researchers around the globe from academia 

and industry. All applications are reviewed by a 

panel of experts and lay members, and as the 

samples are such a precious resource,           

applications must demonstrate sound scientific 

merit to be considered. Staff at the BDR         

coordinating centre are available to offer      

guidance and support, so please feel free to 

contact us with any enquiries at email, 
 

BDR.coordinatingcentre@ncl.ac.uk.   
 

Further information about the application     

process, can be found on the BDR website:   
  

https://bdr.alzheimersresearchuk.org/researche
rs/apply/ 

https://ukbbn.brainsfordementiaresearch.org/public/en/researchers/tariffs/
https://ukbbn.brainsfordementiaresearch.org/public/en/researchers/tariffs/
mailto:BDR.coordinatingcentre@ncl.ac.uk

